


o [his is not a surprise, we have all been in @
situation where somebody (a friend, a colleague, a
ramily member, a stranger) says something in a

way that stings, that we find offensive

® few of us seek to be hurtiul, but our choice of 3
bhrase or word can inadvertently cause offense or
urt

* [anquage and the meaning of words is constantly
evolving = word choice is about being conscious
and intentional, perfection is not the expectation



Bvolulhion ok l“lmnim(,

e Consider the term 'qay’

e Ihe original primary meaning in English was joytul" or "carefree”, related to gaiety - e.q. the 1870's are still often referred to as

'Ihe Gay Nineties”
* Secondary meaning was acquired already in the T/th century - but in relation to prostitution (brothel = "qgay house’)
« Meaning further evolved to refer to sexual orientation toward the early/mid-20" century

* lWord usage continued to evalve and gained a pejorative meaning in the T7/0's to present day - now associated as an adjective to
mean "boring’, ‘lame”, or "rubbish” - implicitly associates a negative attribute with a group of people

o Ihis is a well-known example, and there is really no excuse for not having awareness and using ‘qay’ in a pejorative manner
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Words associated with physical and mental conditions: [ame,
dumb, gimp, midget, pyscho, insane, LD, idiotic, crazy .

Use of pejorative stereotypes: " like a qirl

Words associated with specific ethnic groups, historical groups
gender groups, efc. Nazi, qypped, N-word, Hillbilly, redneck




Be NW of History

 [here are many common phrases with cruel origins, double-meanings or that are examples of culturl

appropriation ~ again, awareness is the key

o Master / slave o (it the reservation

* Blacklist / whitelist; blackballed, black mark * Lynching or lynch mob
* |ndian qiver, Indian surmmer o [akewalk

o Peanut gallery * dpirtt animal

e brandfathered in * "No can do’

* Jold down the river ..

* Low man on the tofem pole



am /\void playing doctor

o '[hat’s bonkers!' = "Ihat’s irrational!
o What a crazy ideal’ = "lhat idea seems impractical.

m lways start from people:

» '[he handicapped.” = "People with disabiliies..”
« "Ihe blind, deat.." = "People who are blind, deaf..”




Additional information/examples:

*  hitps.//wwwmentalfloss.com/article/6/57 16/ racist-origing-
common-phrases

o https:/ /e concom/ 2020/ 0706/ us/racism-words-phrases-

slaverv trnd/index htm!

*  hifps.//www huffpost.com/entry/ common-words-phrases-

racist-origins-connotations | Cefcfbb3cobécad 09188683

Remember to get in touch with us if you have any comments, ideas
for topics, et

NaD-IDEA-Coundl@lbl gov
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